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WARGRAVE BOATING CLUB 

 
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO CLUB RULES 

 
 
All members must read and adhere to the Club’s Bylaws displayed in the 
Clubhouse and in the Duty Member and General Information File. 
 
It is the member's responsibility to ensure that whenever any boat is taken 
out, a record in the sign-out book is made. Members should list names of all 
individuals using the boat; the specific boat used; time of departure; 
destination; mobile number (if carried); estimated return time (the norm is 30 
minutes in general boating sessions); and, upon return – precise time of 
return.   
This will apply to all boats at all times, not just in general Boat Club sessions. 
The responsibility for doing so rests with the Club member, not the Duty 
Member. 
 
Dinghies, Canadian canoes and Virus Play Boats can be taken out only 
during Club opening times. 
 
Only members who have paid their Fine Boat Supplement and been approved 
can take out a Skiff, Punt or Rowing Shell outside Club opening times. 
 
Whilst on Club premises and in Club craft, parents or guardians are 
responsible at all times for the children in their charge. 
 
Club Rules apply equally to members and guests. 
 
Members must read and adhere to the Skiff, Canoeing/Kayaking, Rowing and 
Punting Section Safety Documents before taking out these craft. 
 
General Boating (not under Section supervision) is NOT allowed when 
Red or Yellow Boards are displayed at Marsh Lock. 
 
1) Ensure the wearing of buoyancy aid rules are adhered to, both by children 
and adults, in boats and on club premises where applicable. If anybody is not 
confident about their ability to swim in the river they should consider wearing 
their buoyancy aid on land or in a boat, whether required to by club rules or 
not.  
  
2) Unless you have specific closed cockpit kayaking BCU certification or are 
with an instructor, members are not allowed to use (closed cockpit) kayaks. 
Kayakers with appropriate BCU certification can only go out in groups of 3 or 
more, unless the member has 3* certification or above. Please note, these 
rules do not apply to sit-on kayaks, which the general membership can all use. 
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3) No WBC boat should go within 100m of weirs.  The only exceptions to this 
should be the approaches to locks when intending to go though the lock or 
carry the boat via the portage, or if you are in an organised outing with a 
suitably experienced instructor. 
  
4) Members, and particularly adult members, must take responsibility for their 
own safety. Do not feel embarrassed to seek advice from others, but 
ultimately you must make your own decision.  Members are reminded that 
Duty Members are not responsible for safety or rescue, and will not 
necessarily be able or prepared to give advice on this.  It is, however, 
expected that members will accept decisions made in good faith by the Duty 
Members. 
 
CHILDREN UNDER NINE YEARS: 
 
Must be accompanied and supervised while on Club premises by a parent or 
designated adult guardian. 
Must wear a correctly fitted buoyancy aid when out of doors on Club premises 
and in all craft. 
Must be accompanied by an adult or signed out in a dinghy by a parent or 
designated adult guardian. 
Must be accompanied by an adult in a Canadian canoe. 
 
CHILDREN OVER NINE AND UNDER TWELVE YEARS: 
 
Must be accompanied and supervised while on Club premises by a parent or 
designated adult guardian. 
Must wear a correctly fitted buoyancy aid in a Coleman Canadian Canoe 
Kayak. 
 
Children who have NOT passed the Club Swimming Test: 
 
Must wear a correctly fitted buoyancy aid while outside on Club premises and 
in all craft. 
Can only use a Dinghy or Coleman Canadian Canoe if accompanied by an 
adult or signed out by a designated adult guardian. 
 
Children who have passed the Club Swimming Test: 
 
May take out a Dinghy or Coleman Canadian Canoe without an adult. 
 
CHILDREN OVER TWELVE AND UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS: 
 
May use a Skiff, Punt or Rowing Shell in Club opening times, if they are 
approved or under instruction from an approved trainer and have paid the 
Fine Boat Supplement. 
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Children who have NOT passed the Club Swimming Test: 
 
Must wear a correctly fitted buoyancy aid in all craft. 
May not use the Virus Play Boats or Racing Canadian Canoes. 
May take out a Dinghy or Coleman Canadian canoe. 
 
Children who have passed the swimming test: 
 
Must wear a correctly fitted buoyancy aid in all Canadian Canoes and Kayaks. 
May take out a Dinghy, Coleman or Racing Canadian Canoe. 
May take out a Virus Play Boat if they have had instruction. 
Members must have paid their Fine Boat Supplement and received punting 
tuition before punting in a Racing Canadian Canoe. 
 
ADULTS: 
 
Must wear a correctly fitted buoyancy aid in all Canadian Canoes and Kayaks. 
May take out a Skiff, Punt or Rowing Shell if approved or under instruction 
and have paid the Fine Boat Supplement. 
May use a Virus Play Boat if instruction has been received. 
Members must have paid their Fine Boat Supplement and have received 
punting tuition before punting in a Racing Canadian Canoe. 
 
Unless you have specific closed cockpit kayaking BCU certification or are with 
an instructor, members are not allowed to use (closed cockpit) kayaks. 
Kayakers with appropriate BCU certification can only go out in groups of 3 or 
more, unless the member has 3* certification or above. 
 
 

 
 
 


